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Kyivstar Reaches 3 Million Customers with Starlink Direct to Cell and
Strengthens Ukraine’s Connectivity

15.01.2026
In a short time, the satellite-to-mobile service has reached an unprecedented number of customers with life-saving connectivity
Company opens access to testing satellite messaging on iPhone devices

KYI1V, Ukraine, Jan. 15, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Kyivstar (Nasdaq: KYIV; KYIVW), Ukraine's leading digital operator, today
announced that its strategic investment in Starlink Direct to Cell satellite technology is delivering critical connectivity to Ukraine.
Since launch in November 2025, over 3.0 million subscribers registered for the service and over 1.2 million SMS messages were
sent.

The technology has proven especially vital in Ukraine’s southern and eastern regions, underscoring the crucial role of connectivity
in these areas and reaffirming Kyivstar's dedication to maintaining nationwide communication. The satellite technology has been
most broadly used in five cities: Kyiv, Lviv, Vinnytsia, Khmelnytskyi and Dnipro.

Further expanding this essential service, Kyivstar has also now enabled access for iPhone users, with iPhone devices running iOS
26.2 or later automatically detecting and connecting to the "Kyivstar | SpaceX" network when terrestrial signals are lost.

"The broad adoption of Starlink Direct to Cell satellite service validates our strategic investment in Starlink technology to bring
connectivity directly to Ukraine's residents," said Oleksandr Komarov, CEO of Kyivstar. "This technology supplements our
terrestrial network capabilities and provides essential communication when other means are unavailable — which is exactly what
Ukraine needs right now."

Kyivstar subscribers can test the satellite connectivity technology on their SIM cards within their existing tariff plans at no
additional cost. At present, only SMS messaging is available when connected to the “Kyivstar | SpaceX” network, and in the
future, it will expand to data services. The technology operates in open areas with a clear line of sight to the sky.

About Kyivstar Group Ltd.

Kyivstar Group Ltd. (“Kyivstar”, the “Group”) is a Nasdaq-listed holding company that operates JSC Kyivstar, the country’s leading
digital operator and the first Ukrainian company to have its shares traded on a U.S. stock exchange. The Group’s companies
provide a broad range of connectivity and digital services, including mobile and fixed-line voice and data, ride-hailing, e-health,
digital TV, and enterprise solutions such as Big Data, cloud, and cybersecurity.

Together with VEON, Kyivstar intends to invest USD 1 billion in Ukraine between 2023-2027, through social investments in
infrastructure and technological development, charitable donations and strategic acquisitions. For more information, please visit
https://investors.kyivstar.ua.

Nasdaq tickers: KYIV; KYIVW

About JSC Kyivstar

JSC Kyivstar is Ukraine’s leading digital operator, serving more than 22.5 million mobile customers and over 1.2 million home
internet fixed line customers as of September 30, 2025. The company provides services using a wide range of mobile and fixed
technologies, including 4G, Big Data, cloud solutions, cybersecurity services, digital TV, and more. JSC Kyivstar is advancing new
telecommunication technologies in Ukraine and together with VEON plans to invest USD 1 billion in this direction between
2023-2027.

The company contributes to overcoming the challenges of wartime and, over the past three years, has allocated more than UAH
3.4 billion to support the Defense Forces, its subscribers, and the implementation of social projects. Kyivstar has operated in
Ukraine for 27 years and is recognized as the largest taxpayer in the digital communications market, a top employer, and a
socially responsible company.

Ad(ditional information: pr@kyivstar.net, www.kyivstar.ua.

Disclaimer

This press release contains “forward-looking statements,” as the phrase is defined in Section 27A of the U.S. Securities Act of
1933, as amended, and Section 21E of the U.S. Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended. Such forward-looking statements
include, but are not limited to, statements relating to, among other things, Kyivstar’s Direct to Cell technology development plans
as well as Kyivstar Group’s ability to achieve anticipated results and business objectives. There are numerous risks and
uncertainties that could cause actual results and performance to differ materially from those expressed by such statements,
including risks relating to Kyivstar’s Direct to Cell technology development plans as well as Kyivstar Group’s ability to achieve
anticipated results and business objectives, among others discussed in the section entitled “Risk Factors” included in the final
prospectus filed by Kyivstar Group with the U.S. Securities and exchange Commission (“SEC”) on December 18, 2025, as


https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=9Bc9HNrDERzdq4a_XWELGWpmtFWlD8LdTPOZ8FB4YLWeI-4MycOYORLc_pPKgYVKg8ol-MbjZ6B4TvclX16nQCpl088PgZJJBfctcQbKZwl46Pqqe26XvQ0hdqeUi4-Njh8VNss7Zugfnrux0KHAxC-TJ460gmDeIlFCUTO4NZfkr1iBGLmrPMi_d325Qq1tPKLphC2WDxNxmyfx6YESmumzq6bTusWcB81gqAASn4sIktaZej2PUvN0qrW8aXeDt2OGqzVidhc7uDhIeP0IWUlkguC0hkXkVcGSKtZ-E5w=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Q4Lp4HiGXvpMobPWTdYf6k0x-03E2zbMAsU3U9QnE7YmCk9GEnBVoIwo2jtfzRmtbbIz6E2vNzLkO2iigRdY9AKA1LqY5UN3-Z_974oJOUY=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=LgpU_N1W0Y6Q8BYFRmWt1nDIGdlQ2ntEkYIvFb5YFlqoHJ-z62alhdInFoIkMTYINdWwE0q9eWuYTuozglwlLhQKPjbVFTWZCh14llwpN3O7dhKXazr0R3EHYTWs7mWh6Xv9Z-LPptmMgowume9WjzYVEJcwjnJCIsKxkNfBdXTlzgD0h8HltXeLO5BdrTrhXNYd9QX54b0STaP79RaIhl-UQRdQtERcGLN2m1A3WsPOiJZC-rOBQ2BRup3rVdUClVcZvS5kiE9EJJKDsnQZmw==

amended and supplemented from time to time, and in any other subsequent filings with the SEC by Kyivstar Group.



